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1. Introduction

Let A denote a sequence of integers exceeding 1, and let 7(n,.A) be the number
of those divisors of n which belong to A. We say that A is a Behrend sequence if

(1.1) 7(n, A) = 1, P,

where, here and in the sequel, we use the notation ppto indicate that a relation
holds on a set of asymptotic density one.

This terminology was introduced only recently by Hall [8], but the underlying
concept has been a constant concern for Erdés in the past fifty years. For instance,
he writes in [5] : “ It seems very difficult to obtain a necessary and sufficient
condition that, if a1 < as < ... is a sequence of integers, then almost all integers
n should be a multiple of one of the a’s.” Indeed, if the corresponding problem for
sequences of prime numbers is essentially trivial, the required criterion being

j=1

it turns out that the general case leads to delicate and interesting questions.

Given an integer sequence A, we denote by dA (resp. dA, d.A) its asymptotic
(resp. upper, lower asymptotic) density and by M(A) := {ma : m > 1,a € A}
its set of multiples. A deep result of Davenport and Erdé8s [2,3] (see also [13] ex.5,
p.312) states that for any increasing sequence A = {aj,as, ...} one has

(1.3) Jim M ({ar,. ar}) = AM(A).

From Behrend’s fundamental inequality [1] valid for finite sequences, we hence
deduce that

(1.4) 1—dM(AUB) > (1 — dM(A)) (1 — dM(B))
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holds for all sequences A, B. It follows in particular from this that any tail
AK) = {a;j : j > k} of a Behrend sequence A is still a Behrend sequence.

Another interesting general feature of Behrend sequences lies in the fact that
(1.1) is actually equivalent to

(1.5) 7(n,A) = 400,  pp

This has probably been known to Erdés and a few others for several years, but has
never been explicitely stated in the literature — although it makes the notion of a
Behrend sequence even more attractive. This follows almost immediately from the
tail property recalled above and (1.3). Indeed, if A is Behrend, then, for any fixed
e > 0, we may find a k; such that the right-hand side of (1.3) is > 1 —¢/2; but,
since A1) is still Behrend, we may plainly find a further ko such that

1-— d./\/l({aj tkq <J< ]fz}) < 5/4

Continuing this process, we see that, given an arbitrary R > 1, the upper density
of those integers n which do not have a divisor in each of the finite sequences
{aj: ky <j <krp1} (0 <r < R) does not exceed

R-1
Z 27" <el
r=0

This all we need.

For sequences A with a special structure, it is sometimes possible to give criteria
for deciding whether A is or not Behrend. We give two examples.
(i) The letters p, ¢ being restricted to denote prime numbers, Erdds proved in [4]
that the sequence

(1.6) A={pg:p<q<ptr}
is Behrend if and only if
min(1,e,)
1.7 P 1o
1) o

(ii) A long standing conjecture of Erdds, eventually established by Maier and
Tenenbaum in 1983 [11], states that the sequence A := {ab : a < b < 2a} is
Behrend. Actually, a more precise result holds. The sequence

Ala) == {ab ta<b< a(l + (loga)fo‘)}

is Behrend for all & < log3 — 1 and is not Behrend for all a > log3 — 1, the case
of equality being left in doubt. The first statement follows directly from Theorem
1 of [11] where it is shown that

(1.8) min b|10g(b/a)| < (log n)t1os3+o(D) p

ab|n,a#
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The second statement may be established by a straight-forward adaptation of the

argument of Erd6s-Hall in [6] where it is proved that (1.8) is actually an equality.
Another class of special sequences for which some non-trivial information is

available is provided by the so-called block sequences, i.e. sequences of the form

(1.9) A=A, A= T HTINZY (=12,
j=1

satisfying a growth condition that guarantees some local regularity, namely, for
some fixed parameter n > 0,

(1.10) Hy>14+(T)", T > HiT,  (j=12,...).
Furthermore, we may always suppose, by introducing new 7j if necessary, that

(1.11) H;<T; (j=1,2,..)

In this case, the (sharp) necessary condition of Hall [8] takes the simple shape

(1.12) Z a '(loga)™? = 400 (6<1—1log2),
acA

which, for comparison with further results to be stated below, we rewrite as
— log H;
(1.13) S B joo (B<1-log2).

Our first aim in this article is to improve on this by giving a new necessary
condition which is strictly stronger than (1.13) for the sub-sum corresponding to
“large” H;. In the following statement and in the sequel of the paper, we understand
that a block sequence is defined by (1.9) and satisfies (1.10) and (1.11).

Theorem 1. Put § :=1— (1 +log,2)/log2 = -08607..., and let § < 1 —log2.
For any block sequence A, and given an arbitrary function £(j) tending to infinity
with j, define

i , , NE()
(1.14) B = {? Eliiﬁfv{/yjsj)'logﬂ/(logz T;)tY)

Then, if A is a Behrend sequence, we must have

00 B()
log H; 1+log H,
1.15 4 £ = +00.
(1.15) Zl—i—logHj ( log T} ) oo

j=1
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In the case when H; = 2 for all j, we clearly have that the condition

=1
1.16 =
(1.16) ; o, = T

is sufficient for A to be Behrend, since the primes of A then satisfy (1.2). It is
remarkable that Theorem 1 implies that (1.16) cannot be weakened in the form

(1.17) Z logT

for any function ¥(t) — +oo. Indeed, we may plainly assume that (t) is non-
decreasing and has a rate of growth as slow as we wish. We then define T} to be
the smallest solution to (T}) = k*/®  (k=1,2,...) and set

Joi=1, jrt1 =gk + 1+ [k7*°log T}] (k=0,1,2,...).

We have Ty, ,/T} > 2Jk+1=Jk provided 1(t) increases sufficiently slowly, and we
can put o
Tj:=Tp2 7% (i <J < Jrt1, k = 0),

so that s
A=y 2mnzt c|J(Tr, @) nzt
J k

By Theorem 1, A is certainly not Behrend ; however, we have

¥(T}) 1
2 og7; > VIH) 2. log If + I

Je<I<Jr+1 0<h<jk+1—Jk

> (Ty) log (1+ L0y s (T )k —2/% > 1
log T7;
and hence (1.17) holds.

Thus it is clear that, even in the case H; =2 (j > 1), our necessary condition
(1.15) is not sufficient. However, if the T are somewhat well distributed (so as to
avoid a counter-example of the type described above), we believe that (1.15) is very
close to optimality. In support of this, we return to the so-called B(\)-conjecture
of Erdés, dating at least from the seventies (private communication) and referred
to in [10], pp.49 & 63, which states that the block sequence

(1.18) AR = J(expj*, 2exp A N Z*
j=1

is Behrend for some A > 1. (The name of the conjecture coming from the former
notation B(A) = M(.A(X)).) This was proved in [9] for all values of A < 1-31457 ... ;



On Behrend Sequences )

furthermore the obvious heuristic argument assuming even distribution mod 1 of
(logd)'/* as d runs through the 7(n) = (logn)°82+t°() (pp) divisors of n leads to
the conjecture that the upper bound A of the set of values of A for which A(\)
is Behrend is equal to 1/(1 — log2). Hall’s necessary condition (and a fortiori our
Theorem 1) gives that Ag < 1/(1 — log2). In the following theorem, we actually
show that equality holds, and we also decide on the nature of the sequence when
A=1/(1-1log?2).

Theorem 2. The sequence A(\) defined by (1.18) is a Behrend sequence if, and
only if, A < 1/(1 —log 2).

This is proved by the technique of Maier-Tenenbaum [11]. The harder part of
the argument is of course the limit case A = Ag. Here, we use the fact that the
local distribution of the prime factors of a normal integer necessarily presents some
rather large concentrations.

It is clear from Theorem 2 that, in the statement of Theorem 1, the bound
1 —log 2 for 8 cannot be replaced by any smaller one. Our last theorem is devoted
to showing that the other value, d, occurring in (1.14) is also optimal.

Theorem 3. Let A be a block sequence. Suppose that, for some € > 0, we have

(1.19) (log Hyj11)' 7 > 2(log Tj41) log Ty (G =1,2,...),
and

[ee) IOgH] d+e _
(1.20) ; (1ogTj ) = +o0.

Then A is a Behrend sequence.
Corollary. For positive A, define the block sequence

oo

Ey = U (exp{ej},exp{ej(l +j_)‘)}} nZ".

j=1

Then &, is a Behrend sequence for all A\ < 1/§ and is not a Behrend sequence for
all A > 1/4.

Indeed, Theorem 1 implies, on the one hand, that A < 1/4 is necessary for £y to be
Behrend ; on the other hand, the fact that A < 1/4 is sufficient follows immediately
from Theorem 3, on observing in this case that, for small enough &, the subset of
& composed of the blocks of indices j = [m'T]  (m > my(e)) satisfies (1.19) and
(1.20). We leave open the case A = 1/, but, in view of Theorem 2, we conjecture
that the answer is still positive in this circumstance.
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One of Erdds’ main concerns in this field has been to understand how one has to
strengthen the (trivially necessary) hypothesis

(1.21) i AM(A;) = +oo

in order to obtain a criterion that a block sequence A be Behrend. We now
summarize the present state of knowledge.

Given a block sequence A and a function £(j) — oo, we split the blocks A; into
three classes and write
(1.22) A=A uA"UA",
where A’ contains those A; with H; < 2, A” corresponds to the condition

(1.23) 2 < H; < exp {(logT;)/(log, Tj)* W},

and A" is the union of all remaining A;.
If A; appears in A’ we have (see [12] or [10], chap.2)

(1.24) AM(A;) = (logTj)—E(aj)+O(1) (j — +00),

where «; is defined by H; =1+ (logT;)~* and

(1.25) log 2 log2’  log2

1+« 1+« 1+«
B(a) :_{ log ( ) +1 (0<a<logd—1)
o (v >logd—1)

(note that F(«) is continuous at a = log4 — 1 and that F(0) = ¢). In particular,
we always have E(a) < a+0 (a > 0), so (1.21) for A’ is certainly weaker than

oo

log H;
i 61—0(1) = T00,
=1 (lOgTj)

which is in turn much weaker than (1.13) or (1.15).
If A; appears in A" or A", we have [12]

(logHj>5+0(1) logHj>‘s

1.26

< dM(Aj) <« ( (j — +00).

log T5

In particular, we see again that (1.21) is much weaker than (1.15) for A”. However,
Theorem 3 seems to indicate that, in the case of A", condition (1.21) is “close” to
being necessary and sufficient.



On Behrend Sequences 7

A heuristic explanation for this phenomenon can be found in the fact that the
property that a normal integer has a divisor in A; depends essentially only on its
prime factors in the range (H;, H;T;]. When the H; are “small” these intervals
overlap a great deal and the corresponding properties become strongly dependent.
Condition (1.21), which is based on a Borel-Cantelli type model, is then far from
sufficiency. On the contrary, when the H; are “large”, the events “n € M(A;)”
are determined by disjoint or almost disjoint intervals and (1.21) gets closer to the
desired criterion.

We should like to thank here the referee for his careful reading of the paper and
pertinent remarks.

2. Proof of Theorem 1

We introduce the arithmetic functions

Qnw, z) = Z v (1

p”lIn, w<p<z

N
g
N

o

and write, as usual, Q(n) := Q(n; 1, n).

Lemma 2.1. Let 0 <& < 1 be fixed and £(z) — +00. Then we have

Q(n;w, z) — log ( logz)

log w

log (i;%zu)

(2.1) max

zo<z<n
2<w<exp{log z/(logy 2)¢(*}

/
™

unless n belongs to a sequence Y (zg) such that

(2.2) lim a(y(zo)) = 0.

zo——+00

Proof. We introduce the checkpoints

(2.3) t; = expexp{6e %jlogj}  (j=1,2,...)

and, given an integer n, consider (w, z) realizing the maximum in the left—-hand
side of (2.1). We have for some j, k > 1

tj <w < tj+1, tr < 2 < Tkt
and note, for large enough zg, that & > j + 2, since we may then write
log, z > log, w + £(2) logg 2 > logy t; + 2022 log(j + 2) > logy 2.

Hence, if n does not satisfy (2.1), we must have either

log t )

(2.4) Q(n;tj, tes1) > (1 +¢)log (logt "
J
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or

log x41 )

(2.5) Qnstygn,te) < (1—¢)log ( o
J

The number of integers n satisfying (2.4) does not exceed

Z Z Z (1 +E)Q(n;tﬂ'vtkﬂ)(M)7(1+5)10g(1+5)

logt.
n<w j>1 k>j+2 8li+1

tr>z0
(2.6)
logt —Q(1+¢)
<eY Y ()
i>1 k> logtj1
Jz >j+2
t>2z0

with @Q(v) := vlogv — v + 1. The above estimate follows immediately from the
Halberstam—Richert inequality [7] for sums of nonnegative multiplicative functions
— see also Theorem 01 of [10] — and we leave out the details.

Using the elementary lower bound

log tg,
logtj1

>exp{6c(k—j —log(j + 1)} (k>j+1)

and observing that Q(1 +¢) > 3¢? for 0 < £ < 3, we see that the right-hand side

of (2.6) is
<z Y. Gyt
321 h>max(1, jo—j)
for some jo = jo(z0) tending to infinity with zo. Thus the above double sum is o(1)
as zop — +o0o and we obtain that the upper density of the sequence defined by (2.4)
tends to 0 as zg — —+oo. Condition (2.5) may be treated similarly, and we hence
deduce the required result.

Lemma 2.2. We have uniformly forxz > z >y > 2

Hn <z H p’ > z}‘ < zexp{— 21;)oggzy}‘
pY|In

PLY

This is a slightly improved version of Theorem 07 of [10], where a similar result is
stated with an unspecified constant in the exponential. The details corresponding
to the above bound may be found in [13] (exercise 5, p.437).

Completion of the proof of Theorem 1.
Let A be a Behrend block sequence, which we split as in (1.22). By Behrend’s
inequality (1.4), at least one of the three subsequences A’, A", A" must be itself
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Behrend. If A’ is a Behrend sequence, then Hall’s Theorem implies that (1.13) holds
for A" and this plainly implies (1.15). If now A"’ is Behrend, then (1.4) implies by
iteration that the series of the corresponding dM(A;) diverges and by the upper

bound of (1.26) we get
X (iogr) =+
logT; /7

where the summation is restricted to those indices j for which A; appears in A".
This again yields the desired conclusion (1.15).

We may therefore assume that neither A’ nor A" is Behrend, or simply that
(1.23) holds for all blocks A; of A.

Since any tail of A is still Behrend, there is no loss of generality in assuming T
is large. Also, by (1.3), we plainly have, for large enough J,

2.7) am( J 4) =1

1<

Thus, if N = N(e,T1) denotes the sequence of integers n satisfying (2.1) for
zo = T1, we must have

(2.8) Q{NHM( U Aj)} >3

INA

and a fortiori

(2.9) SAN; =5 N =NOMA), F=1,2,...).

1<5<T

Put u; := (logH;)/logT; (j > 1). We are going to prove that, for arbitrary
[ < 1—log2 and sufficiently small € > 0, we have

(2.10) WV < (u)? (G =1,2,...).

This implies that (2.9) cannot hold for large T if the series _(u;)? converges and
therefore yields the required conclusion that if the subsums of (1.15) corresponding
to A" and A"’ converge then the subsum corresponding to A" must diverge.

We now set out to prove (2.10). Put v; := 2log(1/u;). Next, write N = Nj1 UNj2
where Nj; is the subset of those n in A such that

(2.11) IT »" > )"
p"lIn
p<H;

By Lemma 2.2, we have

(2.12) dNj1 < uj,
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which is plainly compatible with (2.10).

If n is counted by N, any divisor d of n in (T}, H;T;] may be written in the form
ab where a divides the left-hand side of (2.11) and all prime factors of b exceed
H;. Since 1 < a < (H;)", we deduce that

(212) Tj(Hj)_vj <b< TJHJ
and we obtain that

e lOg T \ (1+¢) log 2
1< 1\Q(n;H;,Ty) (—]) 1
3 e g (D)

n<x n<x bln

neN;

with the temporary convention that the letter b denotes generically an integer lying
in the range (2.12) and free of prime factors < H;. Using twice Theorem 01 of [10],
we estimate the double sum above by

< x(Uj)(1/2)7(1+6) log 2 ZQiQ(b)bil
b
< (14 ) (uy) D182 < (uy)”

provided ¢ is sufficiently small. This yields (2.10) and completes the proof of
Theorem 1.
3. Proof of Theorem 2

In the case of the sequence A(\) defined by (1.18), the necessary condition (1.15)
of Theorem 1 becomes

(3.1) Y i =400 (B<1-log2).
j=1

Hence A(\) is certainly not a Behrend sequence when A > 1/(1 — log2).

It remains to show that A(A) is Behrend for all 1 < A < 1/(1 —log2), the result
being trivial when A < 1. We begin by introducing some notation.

For k > 0, we put Zj := expexpk, and define for every integer n

ng = H p-

pln
P<Zk

Note that ny is a multiplicative function of n.
We let R > 1 be a parameter to be specified later, and put

Jy = Ji(k) == 2Re** Jy = Jy(k) := 3Re*/,
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We next define
9]
B2 W= Y ewli) )= [ (G
J1<j<J2 0
We also consider for every pair of integers m > 1, k > 0, the set
(3.3) Lim k)= |J (j — log d+]0, 51)

dlm
J1<g<J2

whose Lebesgue measure we denote by A(m, k).
For integer m > 1 and real u > 0, ¥ > 0, we write

(3.4) wim,u) = Z 1, wy(m) = w(m,exp{1/9}).

psu

and, as usual, w(m) := w(m, m). Finally, we introduce the arithmetical functions

(3.5) T(m, ) := Zdwv / |G () |T2£Z Z)|

dlm
We shall need a number of lemmas, the first two of which concern the distribution
of the prime factors of normal integers.

Lemma 3.1. Let 0 <o < T >1,x > 1. Then we have

10"
(3.6) max {w(n,u) — (14 0)log, u} <T

2<ugn
for all but at most < o~ 2z(1 + o)~ T of the integers n < .
This is a special case of Lemma 50.1 of [10].

Lemma 3.2. Let 0 < o < 1. For integer D > D(«), and = > z(o, D), put

[logs 10g3x} ‘
to := — 1 = k=D t t<t1).
0 l logD]7 ! [21ogD b (fo < )

Then there is a constant ¢ = ¢(D) > 0 such that
w(ng, )
max Z
to<t<t: Ky + /2aks logy Kt
holds for all but at most < xexp{—c+/log, x} of the integers n < x

This is essentially established in the course of the proof of the the law of the
iterated logarithm for the distribution of prime factors — Theorem 11 of [10]. The
analysis p.20 of [10] yields the result immediately : we obtain that the number of

exceptional n is
) < zexp{—c1/logti}

€o
Lz (1 —
t0<1:[<t1 tlog D+/log(tlog D)

for some positive constants cg, c1, such that ¢y is absolute and ¢; = ¢1(D). This
implies the required estimate.

(3.7)
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Lemma 3.3. We have uniformly for ¢ € R
(3.8) H(Y) < Re’“/A<|19| + e*kﬂ*l/”).

Proof. Introduce the weight function

(39) wle) = o (Si“(ff)>

with Fourier transform @(9) = [ e=2w(yp)dp = (1 — |[¥])F. We have

— 0o

+o0 +oo
nw) < [ wGie@Pde =1 [ ullcopk s

=P D @G - hY)).

J1<g,h<J2

Now, we observe that [j* —h*| < [j—h|R}1e#(1=1/Y) Hence, for a suitable absolute
constant co > 0, we have

H(9) <Y > 1

li—h|<ca|9|~ 1 RI=2e—k(1=1/X)
<[9|ReF/* (1 4 [9| 7L R e HIL/)
<<Rek/)‘(\19\ +efk(171/)\))7

as required.

Given «a €]0,1[, D > D(a) and = > z(a, D), we denote by S(z, D) the set of
integers n < x that satisfy (3.7). For each n € S(z, D), we let t(n) be the smallest
index t realizing (3.7), and we define ¢(n) := to when n € [1,z] \ S(z, D). Further,
we put
(3.10) h := D'/10,

We observe that it follows from (3.7) that, whenever n € S(z, D),

(3.11) wng) >k +VEk (ki) <k <kygny + 1),
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Lemma 3.4. Let «, o, D be fixed with 0 < o < 1,0 < 0 < 15, and D € ZT,

D > D(o) . Then there is a positive constant cg = cs(a, D) such that we have

(3.12) max e *@2"V1(n) < R
kt(n)<k<ki(n)+h

for all but at most

(3.13) < x(exp{ — C3\/@} Yo (14 0)_h>

of the integers n < x

Proof. Let I1(ny) (resp. Iz(ni)) denote the contribution to the integral I(ny)
of the range 9| < e FI=1/A) (resp. e #1-1/Y) < |9 < 1). Estimating trivially
|7 (ng, 9)[2/22(™) < 1 and applying Lemma 3.3, we see that

(3.14) I (ny) < ReF(/A-1

uniformly for all k£, n. Thus we only need to show that the same upper bound
remains valid for Is(ng) with the uniformity required in (3.12) and all integers
n < x but at most the indicated number of exceptions.

To this end, we first set

(3.14) v(0,k) ==k + Vk — (14 0)log(1/9) —
and notice that we may deduce from Lemma 3.1 and (3.11) that

(3.15) min g @) —wolnw)
Ki(ny <k<ke(m)+h ek <d<1 v(9, k)

holds for all integers n < x but at most those belonging to an exceptional set of
size bounded by (3.13).

Denote by G(x) the set of integers n < x that satisfy (3.15). For n € G(z), we
have

1 2 2

(3.16) I>(nk) </ GO, D) oo k) g9,
exp{—k(1—1/A)} Qu(nk)+ws (nk)

Hence

(3.17)

max e RFCA=V L, (ny,)
ki(n) <k<kin)+h

Z Z e—k(2/>\—1)/1

to<t<t ki <k<ki+h xp{—k(1-1/X)

neg(x)

|7 (ng, 0
} 21}(19 k) Z qw(ni) +w19(nk
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The inner n-sum may be easily majorized by Theorem 01 of [10]. We find that
it is
Z cos(¥ log p)

}<<a:
p

< xrexp {
exp(1/9) <p<Zk

where the second estimate follows from Lemma 30.1 of [10]. Next, we have

1
/ H'(9)27°F) dy
exp{—k(1-1/X)}

1

< H(1)27vR) 4 / H(9)9~ 127k qy
exp{—k(1-1/)}

< R2Fek/A=VE/2,
For A < 1/(1 —log2), we have 1/\A —log2 < 2/X — 1, hence

k/Ag—k < h(2/A-1)
This implies that the right-hand side of (3.17) is
(3.18) < zRhtie™ < xRe™.

Thus, the number of n € G(z) which do not satisfy (3.12) is < ze~". This is of
smaller order of magnitude than (3.13), and this estimate thereby completes the
proof of Lemma 3.4.

Lemma 3.5. For squarefree m and large k, we have

(3.19) Am, k) > - R?e*/ [(m) L.

Proof. Let w be defined by (3.9), and put
F(z):= Z Z 1

J1<j<J2 dlm
jkflog d<z<j>‘flog d+%

so that A(m, k) is exactly the measure of the set of real z such that F(z) # 0. Now,
we have for large k

—+oo
(3.20) / F(z2)dz = {J2 —Ji + O(1)}2W<m>—1 > dRek/Aowlm),

— 00

On the other hand, we have for all z

+oo
S w( —logd—z) = — / =172 G ()7, D) () .

w(z) dm 2mw(z) J e
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By Plancherel’s formula we thence infer

(3.21) " R < ;/1 G ()27 (m, 9)|? dv.
oo h 27711](%)2 1 ’

The required lower bound (3.19) follows from this and (3.20), in view of the Cauchy—

Schwarz inequality
+oo 2 +o00
(/ F(z) dz) < )\(m,k)/ F(2)?dz.

Lemma 3.6. There is an absolute constant ¢4 > 0 such that

(3.22) min Mg, k)e™® > 4R
kt(n)<k‘<k‘t(n) +h

holds for all integersn < x except those that belong to a set of cardinality majorized
by (3.13).

This follows immediately from Lemmas 3.4 and 3.5.

Lemma 3.7. For R :=4logh, we have

(3.23) max e "logn, <R
kt(n)y<k<ki(n)+h

for all integers n < x except at most
(3.24) < z/Vh.

Proof. From Lemma 2.2, we know that for fized k the number of integers n such
that logny, > Re* is < rexp{—R/2} = xh~2. Since we want uniformity in a set
of indices k of size < (t; —to + 1)h < h3/2, we obtain the estimate stated.

Completion of the proof of Theorem 2.

We use an inductive argument similar to that of Theorem 51 of [10], where a
result stronger than (1.8) was established.

We assume throughout that A > 1, since the result is otherwise trivial. Given a
large real number z, and h being defined by (3.10), we consider for 1 < s < h the
quantity

N := ‘{n <z: max (j* —logd) < —%}’
Ik, +s
A <logd

This is plainly a decreasing function of s and we set out to show that Ny = o(x)
whenever A < 1/(1 —log2). Indeed, this implies that all but at most o(x) of the
integers n < x belong to M (A(X)).
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Let a, 0, D be fixed as in Lemma 3.3. By Lemmas 3.6 and 3.7, there is a
constant ¢5 = c¢5(a,0,D) > 0 such that, for suitable absolute K and n :=
K exp{—c5+/log, x}, relations (3.22) and (3.23) are satisfied for all but at most
nx of the integers n < x.

For each s, let N! denote the number of those n counted in N; and which also
satisfy (3.22) and (3.23). We obviously have

(3.25) Ns < N! +nx (1<s<h).

We may assume that N; > 2nx, since otherwise there is nothing to prove. By
(3.25), we then have, for every s, that N, < N/ + 3N, < N, + 3 N,, whence

(3.26) iN, < N

Let M denote the set of all integers m of the form m = ny, . for some n
counted by N.. We have a natural partition

MIs: U M,s,t

to<t<ty

where M ; contains those m of the form ny, ,,+s with ¢(n) = ¢. By the definition
of t(n), a given m may be obtained from several n but then all corresponding ¢(n)
must be equal. Hence every m belongs to exactly one M;t.

By the sieve, we have for all s (1 <s<h)

(3.27) INNSN < S Y el

toSt<ty meM!, , p(m)

Indeed condition (3.23) and the definition of ¢; in Lemma 3.2 imply that any m in
Mg is less than 2°0) — which is more than sufficient for the Fundamental Lemma
of sieve theory to be applicable.

Next, let Dy denote the number of those n < x which can be written in the form
n = mepd for some m € M/, with ¢|m and

(1) kt+s<logop<ki+s+r
(ii) logp € L(m, Kk, + s)
(i) ¢[b (g prime) = ¢ > Zk,4s4s

where r := 1+ [)\ 10g(4R)] and t is uniquely determined by the property that
m € M ,. Condition (ii) implies that, for some d|m and some j > 0,

j* <log(pd) < j* + 3.
Thus, any n couted by Dy is counted by Ng but not by Ny, and we deduce that

(3.28) Dy < Ny — Nogr.
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‘We now have

p:yY Y Y Y > o

to<t<ty meM, |, £lm Ziy+s <P<Zky+str b<z/mlp
log peL(m,ki+s)  qlb=q>Zk,ts+r

By the sieve, the inner b-sum is > e % ~5""z/mfp. We next estimate the p-sum
observing that condition (3.23) implies

,C(m, ke + S) C |:((2R)>‘ _ R)ekt-i-s7 (3R)>\ekt+s + %j|
so that our choice of r guarantees that the first summation condition, viz

ZktJrs < p < Zkt+s+ru

is redundant. Thus, we find that the p-sum is

1
(3.29) Seheer ST B ke ik 4 8),
log peL(m,k¢+s)

by the prime number theorem. Indeed, £(m, k;+s) is a union of intervals which can

be assumed to be disjoint and of type |a, a + b], with b > % For each such interval,

the corresponding subsum over p is b+ o(1) > b, and adding the b’s gives (3.29).
Now, we see that (3.22) implies that the right—hand side of (3.29) is > R~
Hence we finally obtain that

Dy R7Pe Y Y et rp(m)

Lottty meM
> NsRliz)\,
in view of (3.27). From this and (3.28), it follows that, for a suitable absolute cg > 0,

we have
Nosr < Ny(1—cgR' ™).

Iterating, we get
N < Ny(1-— 0631—2,\)h/r < wexp { — cghr LRI,
Since this is of smaller order of magnitude than nx, we have shown that the estimate
Ny, < nx = o(x)

holds in any circumstance. This completes the proof.
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4. Proof of Theorem 3

We denote by x(n;y,z) the characteristic function of M({d : y < d < z}).
Furthermore, we shall use systematically the quantity u, implicitely defined by the
relation

z =yt

Lemma 4.1. Let € > 0 be fixed. Uniformly in the range

(4.1) y>2 2y <z<min(y? 2/ 108T)
we have

x(miy,z) 51 e
4.2 xtmiy.z) . .
( ) m§<:L m U (U U )

plm=y"<p<z

Proof. We may assume u < ug = ug(e) since the left-hand side of (4.2) is always
as large as 30, ipup !

We decompose generically the integers n < z in the form n = amb, where all
prime factors of a (resp. b) are < y¥ ( resp. > z) and m satisfies the property
indicated in (4.2). By Theorem 21 of [10], we have

(4.3) Z x(n;y, z) > zu®Fe/D,

n<x

Our first aim is to show that this still holds if x(n;y, ) is replaced by x(m;y, 2).
To this end, we observe that if x(n;y, z) = 1 but x(m;y, z) = 0 then x(m;y/a,y) =
1. Indeed, any divisor of n in the range (y,z] may be written as ajm; with
aila, milm, and, since my ¢ (y,z|, we must have y/a < y/a; < m; <y. Now
Lemma 2.2 implies that, for w := u!'*¢/2, we have a < y* for all but at most

(4.4) xexp{f%u*E/Q} < zu

of the integers n < x. For non—exceptional n, we hence have x(n;y'~%,y) = 1 and
Theorem 21 of [10] then yields that the number of such integers is at most

(4.5) < 2w’ = pu®(1Fe/2),

As (4.4) and (4.5) are of smaller order of magnitude than (4.3), we obtain as desired
that, for suitable ug(g), we have

(4.6) Z x(m;y, z) > zu®Fe/4),

n<e
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Next we note that Lemma 2.2 implies that m < z(1/2)108(1/%) for all but at most
O(zu'/*) of the integers n < x. Since u > log2/logy > 1/logz under condition
(4.1), we see that (4.6) still holds with the extra summation condition m < v/z.

Thus, we may write

(4.7 Z x(m;y, z) Z 1> gud+e/d),

m<y/T ab<z/m

Since x/m > /T > 2% (say), we may apply the sieve to estimate the inner sum
from above. We find that it is < vz/m and this yields the required result.

Completion of the proof of Theorem 3.
We define

. IOgHj . 1+e
Uj = IOgTj 5 vy = uj 5

H} = T;)j = exp {(log Hj)l"’g(logTj)_E}

and write, for every integer n < z,

Moreover, we denote generically by m; an integer all of whose prime factors lie in
the range I; := (H}, H;T;]. By (1.19), we have H7,, > T7 > H;T} for all j, so the
intervals I; are pairwise disjoint. For fixed k and large T, we may write

TS ﬁ (1 fx(n;Tj,Hﬂ}))

n<T n<e j=1
ngM(A)

(4.8) Z
<z Y ﬁ(l— X(mj; Ty, HT))m—
=1

My, My J= J

X(n: Ty, HTy))

||E?r‘

by the sieve, with

wj = H (1—l)xvj.

H: <p<H;T,
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Now Lemma 4.1 enables us to write, for some positive constant cg = cg(¢),

Z H(1 X(my: T, HT))m

—mp g=1
_ w Cw Xm],T HT)
k
gH(l—CSu‘H‘E)
j=1

By (1.20), this tends to 0 as k — +oo. Inserting in (4.8), we deduce that A is
Behrend.
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